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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD
SUBJECT : A NATO Verification Planning Group?

REFERENCE: My memorandum to the DDI, same subject,
dated 5 November 1969

1. On 10 November 1969, I called Gen. John Davis
at ACDA to give him our reaction to the proposal.of 25X1C
Gerry Smith that a Verification Planning Group be
established in NATO. In brief, I told him that such
a2 proposal had implications

that we
had reservations about this, and that we would like to
talk informally with Gerry Smith about his idea before
he went to Secretary Richardson with a proposal. I
suggested that we plan to meet on this after Mr. Smith's
return from Helsinki.

2. Gen. Davis said he would pass our views to
Smith. A short while later, Davis called back to say
that Smith has in mind enabling the Secretary of State
to raise a VPG proposal at the NATO ministerial meet-
ing in December. For that reason, he would like to
have Phil Farley (who will be Acting Director of ACDA
while Smith is in Finland) and Davis come over to talk
about the proposal in the next week or so. 25X1C

3. I urged Gen. Davis to have thought the pro-
posal through--what it is meant to do, how it would
work, and what the implications
are~-before they came over. I suggested that he send

us something in writing first so we can give full

consideration to Gerry Smith's proposal. Davis said
he would see what he could do and would be in touch
with me later.

4, I passed this in brief to the DDI late
10 November 1969.

25X1A9a

BRUCE C. CLARKE, Jr.
Director
Strategic Rescarch
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director for Intelligence(C& >>

SUBJECT . A NATO Verification Planning Group?

1. Attached is a memorandum from Gerry Smith
to Phil Farley in which Gerry says that he has
raised with Secretary Richardson the possibility of
having a '"Verification Planning Group' in NATO.
Smith feels Richardson was receptive to the idea and
suggests a memorandum he prepared that would formally
propose it. Smith's note went to Jack Davis for
action. Davis told Farley he thought Mr. Helm's in-
formal reaction to this proposal should be sought
before ACDA went ahead, and he contacted me on it.

2. 1In elaboration of the idea as he now under-
stands it, Davis says that the model for a VPG in
Gerry Smith's mind is the Nuclear Planning Group.
That is, the VPG would be a very small, high level
group, self-contained, with no general circulation
of its papers, but dealing with verification problems
across the board. In his note to Farley, Smith cites
the utility of such a group as helping to 'make a
small start on the disclosure of our capabilities
that we will have to make 1in connection with any
SALT" (2) and "a way to get across in future SALT
consultations what our unilateral verification
capabilities are like" (7). 25X1C

3. The clear implication_is that a VPG would
be a way of dealing with NATO I o
a more or less routine basis. It is conceivable
that a VPG could be started at a lesser level and
have useful work at that level. The references to
the "upcoming possible field test” (4) and to
"palanced force reductions” (5) concern activities
that involve aspects of verification without neces-— 25X1D0a
sarity iavolving | - *
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we should expect--and the other NATO countries would
expect--that the intention of the US in advancing the
VPG proposal was to find a way to share our unilateral
verification capabilities with NATO.

4. No written reply to Jack Davis is required f
at this point. I can convey to him an attitude or :
concern you believe is appropriate at thisg time. I

suspect this matter is not at the top of Gerry Smith's

list these days and that we can ask him, through Davis, Y. q
to put the idea aside for the time being. Then, at (;Jﬂé\
some point after Helsinki, we could ask Gerry Smith N

to come out to talk to us, both to get a clearer under- |

standing of his purposes and to communicate our views i
directly and informally. '

25X1A%9a

BRUCE C. CLARKE, Jr.
Director
Strategic Research

Attachment:
ACDA 1tr dtd 20 Oct 1969
to Phil Farley from
Gerry Smith
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WARNING

This document contains Information affecting the national security of the Unlted States within the meaning
of the ospionage laws U. S, Code Title 18, Sections 793 and 794, The law prohibits it transmission or
the rovelation of i{ts contents in any monner to an unauthorized person, os well as its use in any monner
prejudicial to the salety or interest of the United States or for the benefit of any foreign govarnment to the
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